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Why should I use HSWG Icons? 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1. HSWG symbology is the de facto standard for 

Homeland Security/Homeland Defense 

representation of incidents and infrastructure 

within the NORTHCOM AOR. All Federal Agencies 

and DoD units should use HSWG.  

2. It provides a common framework for sharing your 

command’s operational picture and reduces de-

confliction of objects on a map or COP 

3. We colored the S3 through S4 icons for 

Operations and Infrastructure. They’re awesome 

now.  
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How to add the icons to your COP 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1. In this scenario, an animal feedlot has been 

poisoned during a thunderstorm and a command 

center has just been stood up. In Madagascar. 

Using the HSWG icons, we can depict all of this! 

2. Here we are in Madagascar: 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

3. Lets add a pushpin for our animal feedlot: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1. Click to add a 

pushpin on the map 

2. Move your pin to the 

correct position 

3. Change the pushpin 

name for your object 

4. Add attribute data if 

needed. Tell the story of 

the incident here.  
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

4. Change the icon from a pushpin to a animal 

feedlot: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Click to change icon 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

5. You should see this window to select an icon: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Click Add Custom Icon… to 

change the icon 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

6. Go to the https://sageearth.northcom.mil 

homepage and click the “HSWG Icon Library” button: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Click here 

https://sageearth.northcom.mil/
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

7. By default, the Operations Icons are shown, select 

the Infrastructure link: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Click here 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

8. The 3rd item down is the Animal Feedlots, right 

click on the red icon (S4, as its in danger) and copy 

the image URL: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Firefox: Right click and 

choose Copy Image 

Location 

Internet Explorer: 1. 

Right click and choose 

Properties 

Internet Explorer: 2. 

Then select and copy 

the Address:URL 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

9. Go back to the icon window and paste (or Ctrl-V) 

the icon URL into the Icon Location window: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1. Paste the URL here 

2. Then click OK 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

10. The “Animal Feedlot S4” icon is now in your 

GoogleEarth icon library. Click OK to use it: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Adding HSWG icons (cont) 

11. You can now use the entire HSWG icon library for 

any of your HLD/HLS needs within GoogleEarth! 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 


